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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  June 22, 2011 

City:  Panama City 

Location:  Sarzin Lecture Hall at Gulf Coast State College 

Time:  10:00am-1:00pm 

Number of Speakers: 36 

Total Attendance: 110 

 

The public hearing in Panama City was held in Sarzin Lecture Hall on the campus of Gulf Coast State 

College (5230 West Highway 98 Panama City, 32401). A map with directions to the hearing and 

parking instructions was posted on the internet prior to the meetings. Legislative staff posted signs 

outside the building and the room to provide direction to the hearing. Staff provided assistance at the 

hearing by answering questions and displaying district building software outside the meeting room. The 

meeting was advertised in the Panama City News Herald June 19-22, and an op-ed jointly authored by 

the Chairman Gaetz and Chairman Weatherford was published in the Panama City News Herald on June 

16. Notice of the meeting was published on each chamber’s website, and the public was invited to the 

meetings via social media websites.  The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s website, 

recorded, and subsequently re-aired.  Thirty-six people signed up to speak at the hearing, which was 

attended by 110 people. One person contacted staff prior to the hearing to accommodate a disability.  

The hearing-impaired person could not understand sign language, so a Communication Access Realtime 

Translation (CART) provider with a stenotype machine was brought to the hearing. Six senators and 

twenty-seven representatives were present at this hearing. After hearing testimony and gathering input 

from the public, legislators at the meeting were given an opportunity to comment.  
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